
Reports for the Annual Society Meeting 
14 November 2018 

 
The A.M.C. centre of concern report for year 2018 

Ladies are taught skills in dress making, knitting and crochet. 
I have been teaching at the centre now for 17 years, in the past we had more teachers helping, 
unfortunately I am on my own now. Sadly some have passed on and others have left the country. 
The centre use to be for the unemployed and domestic workers, we also use to have literacy classes 
that are no more. We now have elderly ladies with more time to learn some skills. 
We have had some of them teaching others what they have learned and some are now also 
dressmakers earning an income. 
We are self sufficient we rely on donations of fabric for which a small charge per meter is paid. The 
ladies pay R20 a month for tea. All monies collect are accounted for.  
In the past we use to give them a Christmas party with some of the funds that are collected.  We 
now only have a tea, cake and a small gift.  Whatever was left, hampers were purchased for 
pensioners in need at the Bella Vista old age home. Last year a family in our congregation that were 
having a hard time got a food hamper. 
I have not decided what to do with the surplus funds this year yet.  
Elijah and Martin are not left out as they prepare and clean the room we use. 
In Christian Love, 
Sophia van Wyk 
 

Grief & Loss Support 
The Grief and Loss support group meets every first Saturday of the month. 
It has been consistently well supported and we find it a worthwhile ministry to continue with. The 
average attendance is 20. 
Some of the old members have left the area but we have gained a few new members.  
We have had a number of excellent speakers who were very encouraging.  
A lot of body ministry takes place which is great to see, as God is also glorified and people are edified 
and comforted in this way too. 
Margaret and Roland 
 

Let’s Feed Jesus 
We have successful managed to feed on average 40 people per week . As well as some others who 
are living on the streets . The number of people we are feeding as increased over the past year . We 
have fewer people on the roster so it has been a challenge to ensure these people are feed every 
week of the year . That includes Christmas . I would like to thank the dedicated team for always 
being willing to serve others . Thanks also to the members of the congregation who have donated 
soup and bread throughout the year . thanks also go out to the members of the congregation who 
have donated used containers  for us to use to serve the soup in .  
Looking forward we are faced with less people to serve so we need to encourage others to serve in 
this ministry . 
 

LOTS 

Past Years in review and perspective 
The street Ministry in Alberton started in 2014 based on a similar model started years prior in Benoni. The idea was to 
replicate this model in Alberton and any other town that would find benefit in the model. The model created, is along 
the lines of a weekly feeding scheme to those less fortunate souls who, through various and disparate reasons, found 



themselves without abode and sleeping on the streets within the Eastern and Northern areas of Alberton. LOTS of ‘Life 
on the Streets – Alberton’, made up of a voluntary group of people, with a passion from various denominations, was 
registered in 2016 as a Non-profit Organisation (NPO) and continued with the weekly regimen of feeding, prayer, bible 
readings and individual assistance i.t.o. clothing, blankets, bibles, etc., but only on request.  
Later in 2016, a combined initiative was started, named the H.E.L.P. Group (Helping Enable Less Privileged) where a 
representation of other churches and interest groups (Doxa Deo, Lewens Sentrum, ACFC, etc.) including the ward council 
members of the `Democratic Alliance’ participate, with a view to co-ordinate operations and facilitate representation at 
both Metro and Provincial levels.  
Furthermore, in line with the above, together with Inner Cities Ministries in Kempton Park, LOTS has established a 
relationship with Adelaide Twala of Ekurhuleni Social Services i.t.o. a bi-monthly Vagrants Stakeholders Meeting where 
we are able to gain insight and possibly access to Metro resources and in turn provide them with some information 
about vagrants, not only on the streets of Alberton but also other municipalities within the Metro.  Unfortunately this 
meeting has dwindled to a non-starter early in 2018.   

Feedback – November 2018 
The LOTS Ministry, has become aware that the street people are receiving a meal of sorts every night from various 
sources. In January 2018, at a meeting of the Directors (9.1.2018), it was unanimously decided that LOTS needed to 
change. This was affirmed by Rev. Jeff van der Spuy when he said, ‘If you do what everybody else is doing, you will get 
what everybody else is getting; you need to do what others are not prepared to do to achieve more!’. The Directors 
decided to go into a time of meditation, contemplation and prayer to discern God’s will for the LOTS Ministry in 2018. 

Our Experiences 

The Thursday feeding regimen has been a very fruitful phase in which LOTS has been able to get to know the 
people, numbers, and in many cases personal situations, build a sense of mutual trust and openness with those 
who want to better themselves but do not have the wherewithal to make the change; on the flip-side, those who 
talk-the-talk but due to the fear of the withdrawal symptoms, defer the change even to the extent of denying and 
not dealing with serious medical situations.  

A Thursday expectation of food supply had been created to the extent that the Garage People sent youngsters 
to receive numerous meals and not the Spiritual nourishment made up of Bible readings, prayer, associate 
message and personal interaction. 

In a number of instances street people have passed on without a dignified burial – an opportunity for LOTS to 
‘Minister’ to relatives who then only appear, and also to their peers. 

A modern day ‘leprosy’ exists where, on the one hand, rehabs do not want to treat street people who have a 
medical condition (infected drug administering area due to lack of personal hygiene), and on the other hand, 
hospitals do not want to treat them because they are addicts. 

LOTS experiences a serious stumbling block where the Black people don’t seem to open up to us in the same 
way that White people show their trust. It is continuously in our prayers that, as in the Body of Christ, a person 
with the gifts and talents will join us who will be able to relate to these people and in turn enable LOTS to relate 
across the board on all levels by conquering the language barriers.     

LOTS does not have any physical assets or facilities and hence the ‘license’ to set any real expectations 
regarding ‘a better life’; Free rehabs are hosted by Gauteng and Ekurhuleni Social Services where the rehab 
takes screened addicts in for a period of six weeks; one week detox and the balance working through a program 
– Unfortunately after the six week period, when various other organisations like SANCA get involve with the 
‘recovering addict’ (it is a life-long journey), with nowhere to go, the addict inevitably returns to the streets. Social 
Services are not in a position to talk about success rates due to the various institution involved during and after 
Rehab which must be very frustrating not being able to see the fruits of their labour despite having built a 
relationship with the individual and their families and seeing the potential in them. Here LOTS stands fast on  

In line with the above, through God’s Grace, never have we been exposed to rain on a night where LOTS goes 
out to our brothers and sisters on the street – Praise the Lord! 

In addition, there have been times when money has been of short supply but God is Good, all the time! - we 
have never been short of food with deep freezes (another one was donated) stocked to capacity most of the 



time (fortunately no power outages) – Praise be to God! The numbers on the street have dropped where we 
currently minister to between 80 and 100 people. 

Way Forward 
LOTS has refocussed its outreach: 

− The Thursday regimen will continue but will change to a Wednesday, placing the LOTS outreach in the 
middle of the week and making it more accessible for anyone who would like to join, minister and 
fellowship with us, and maintain the relationship with those needy people on the streets in accordance 
with Isaiah 58:7-9. We need to assess whether Wednesday nights are not excluding a broader of 
people due to other commitments.   

− The LOTS focus will move from feeding to more of an evangelistic outreach as directed in 2 
Thessalonians 3: 1As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord 
may spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with you. 2And pray that we may be delivered from 
wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 3But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you 
and protect you from the evil one. 4We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue 
to do the things we command. 5May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance. 

    

How We Will Deliver 
In the three years since inception, the street ministry, now LOTS, has not relented: Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
The predicament, not only for LOTS, but all outreach programs find themselves in, whether they understand it or not, by 
providing street people with any form of relief, be it financial, food, clothing, bedding, etc. who have any form of 
addiction, they are enabling the individual and hence give these people reason to stay addicted, jobless and on the 
streets, which some of these vagrants prefer anyway. By God’s Grace (Isaiah 54:2) LOTS is still actively striving  to:         

− Get access to at least one property within the Alberton Ring Road area to be used, firstly, as gathering 
places where various organisations can get access to these people, and thereby minister, provide 
better hygiene, physiological and psychological treatments (Trainee Doctors and Physios have been 
part of LOTS), and utilise their God-given skills to better the environment, without enabling them. 
Secondly, the property can also be ‘Conditioning Houses’ to those select street people who have been 
identified, screened and ready themselves for the withdrawal and any other psychological symptoms 
that deter them from taking the step to a better life.  As of the last two weeks it would seem that the 
property on the Corner of Pieter Uys and Pretorius roads in Alberton North is once again ear marked for 
a clinic and our application will come to naught if / when followed through by Ekurhuleni this time.  

− Register LOTS as a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO) with SARS to solicit Corporate Social 
Investment (CSI) funds: 

Utilise CSI funding to establish afore mentioned ‘Conditioning House’ or purchase a property said 
function. 

Lots has been donated a Land Rover to provide hot food without any restrictions in distinctive branding, still 
to be decided. 

Based on a success story which only God could have instrumented, we believe there is a calling to the 
community for AAA – Adopt-An-Addict. This refers to cell groups, ministry groups, and anyone who would 
become an accountability party to an identified addict that is ready for rehabilitation and reintegration into 
society. The group would receive education and training regarding the general behaviour of addicts. As a 
community they would then make monies available to det the addict into a Christian rehab based on 
Christian doctrine and support them while in rehab – possibly 3 to 6 months. Once clean, the addict will 
either be accommodated in a Christian based half-way-house while getting used to ‘normal living’ during 
which time they get work, but still conform to rehabilitated Christian behaviours by getting involved in 
Church activities.     

 

http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/3-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/3-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/3-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/3-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/3-5.htm


To God all the Glory, Great things He has done.  

 For, and on behalf of the Directors: Life on the Streets – Alberton 

Jorg Schwartz      Eric Mc Kechnie 

 DeWet De Kock     John Mc Allister 

 
Report of the Mens Fellowship Breakfast Team 

 
Another year of successful breakfasts were held from February which will culminate in the Christmas 
breakfast on the 1st Saturday of December. 
We have had a good selection of speaks talking to us on a wide variety of subjects.    Speakers were 
both internal and external. 
The average attendance at the breakfasts was 55, made up of people of all ages and gender. 
The breakfast team produced fine food at every breakfast and they are to be complimented for being 
there every month from early morning. 
Like all things, there was a slight change to the name from September when the breakfast took on 
the identity of The AMC Congregational Breakfast and hosted by the Mens Fellowship ministry. 
I will be stepping down as Leader and M.C. after the December breakfast. 
The new team of people will discuss some changes for the forthcoming year/s. 
We wish to thank the church office staff for assisting us every month with the hall, tables and lay-out 
etc. 
Les Lotter 
25 October 2018 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRIES REPORT 
Pastoral Ministries have been overseen and conducted by Deacon Dr Vernon van Wyk.  
Due to his retirement as from January 2019, Mrs Simone Bennett has been appointed as Pastoral Assistant 
from January 2019 and will be responsible for some of these functions (as determined by the Senior Minister) 
 
a. Hospital Ministries  

Susan Gilogley coordinates teams of dedicated Hospital Visitors on a weekly roster to visit the Union 
Hospital and Clinton Hospital. 
Susan and Eric are considering returning to Scotland in 2019, but was requested to continue coordinating 
the service till such time. 
Rev Jeff van der Spuy and Deacon Vernon van Wyk visit hospitals outside Alberton  
(e.g. Mulbarton, Milpark, Garden City, Roseacres, etc) 
Challenges 

i. Members do not always inform the church when they or members of the family are admitted to 
hospital. 

ii. Some hospitals (e.g. Clinton Hospital) do not keep record of denomination when admitting a 
patient. (Have discussed this with the Hospital manager, Mrs Esme Abrahams) 

 
b. Stepping Stone Hospice 

Both Rev Jeff van der Spuy and Deacon Vernon van Wyk visit on request.  
A number of our members volunteer at Hospice. 
Challenges None. 

 
c. Healing Ministries 

Deacon Vernon van Wyk resurrected a monthly Healing Prayer meeting. Due to time constraints and work 
load he was only able to hold these once a month. There are a dedicated group of members who pray.  
Juanita Wepener has experienced a calling to this ministry, Guided by Rev Jeff van der Spuy, she will take 
over this ministry in 2019 and conduct weekly Healing Prayer Meetings on Thursday evenings. 



Challenges Dedicated members praying on a weekly basis may become a challenge. It is 
recommended that Juanita Wepener consider a roster if necessary. 
 

d. Prayer Chain 
This function has always been part of the Pastoral Assistant’s duties. Kobie van Wyk took over the 
function from Chris Poole. She has been sending out a prayer chain to a dedicated group of prayer 
warriors on a daily basis for the last 4 years. This function entails being in touch with the congregation 
regarding persons who are ill and in need of prayer, following up on such persons and sending out prayer 
requests on a daily basis. 
Challenges   Kobie will be retiring from this function from January 2019. The new Pastoral Assistant will 
have to consider performing the function herself, or delegating to a dedicated volunteer.  
 
 

e. Ministries to the Elderly 
i. Alberton Ouetehuis  

Joan Smit, has been coordinating visitation to elderly members in this home. She also arranges an 
Easter function annually. 
Deacon Vernon van Wyk (assisted by Joan Smit, Cleve Wiehann and Phil Smit) conducts a monthly 
Communion service on the 4th Wednesday morning.  Deacon Vernon van Wyk has indicated that 
he will volunteer to continue with this service in 2019. 
Challenges None. 
 

ii. Queenshaven Retirement Village   
Deacon Vernon van Wyk conducts a monthly communion service for Methodist members on the 4th 
Thursday afternoon. He has indicated that he will volunteer to continue with this service in 2019. 
Challenges 

The numbers attending this service have declined. Mondeor Methodist Church also conduct 
regular services here and we should consider withdrawing, especially as this home is not in our 
geographic /circuit area, but in the South Rand Circuit and Mondeor Methodist Church meet the 
need. 
 

iii. Alberton Retirement Village 
Rev Jeff van der Spuy, assisted by Joan Smit, conducts a worship service on the 1st Thursday 
morning monthly. 
Challenges None. 

 
iv. Silwerkroon Flats 

Deacon Vernon van Wyk attempted to start a monthly service for Methodist members resident in 
these municipal flats. Attendance was extremely poor. Other functions were arranged on the dates 
reserved for the service. The service was withdrawn, and an invitation was extended to those who 
want to,  to attend the services at the Alberton Tuiste vir Bejaardes next door. 

 
v. House-bound visitation  

This is an extremely important part of this portfolio. Deacon Vernon van Wyk visited aged and 
disabled members on a quarterly basis and took communion to them.  
Challenges 
There is a need for more regular visitation to house-bound members. Deacon Vernon van Wyk 
found that his preaching workload prevented him from visiting more regularly. The new Pastoral 
Assistant will probably be better enabled time-wise to do this ministry. 
 

vi. Young at Hearts 
Kobie van Wyk, assisted by a hard-working team, provide a function for elderly members of the 
community on the 3rd Wednesday morning every month. Functions begin with devotions, followed 



by various top-notch entertainers, tea and eats. Highlights are the Spring Brunch in September 
when Church and Amcare staff are invited. Kobie will continue heading this ministry in 2019. 
Challenges A new coordinator will have to be identified by the team during 2019 to take 
over this function from Kobie van Wyk. 
 

f. Bereavement Ministries 
i. Funerals 

The Alberton Methodist Church is known in the community as a facility that is open for all people 
who require a funeral service. Simone Bennett has been doing a sterling work coordinating this 
outreach. Services are conducted by Rev Jeff van der Spuy, Deacon Vernon van Wyk or any other 
Christian Minister arranged by the family or funeral director. We conduct an average of two 
funerals per week at the AMC.  Pieter and Mercia Bornman provide most of the catering for 
funerals. Their service is of a high standard. 
Challenges None. 
 

ii. Grief and Loss Support 
Margaret and Roland Lyne coordinate this support group on the 1st Saturday of each month. 
Various speakers are arranged and there is time for attendees to support each other over 
refreshments after the talks. 
Challenges None. 
 

iii. Grief Share 
Challenges  We have not been able to identify a volunteer to continue with this ministry. 
Should anyone step forward, Joan Smit, who ran it for 13 years, is willing to give pointers. 
 

iv. Garden of Remembrance  
This ministry is managed by Violet and Bertie Botha.  
Challenges Our Wall of Remembrance is getting full and the Church in consultation with 
Violet and Bertie will have to start considering extending the next section as originally envisaged. 

 
g. Divorce Care 

Pieter & Mercia Bornman facilitate this ministry. One course was started in March 2018, but had to stop 
due to non-attendance.  

Challenges Consideration need to be given whether this ministry should continue or not. It is 
recommended that Pieter and Mercia consider another course in March 2019 and thereafter decide 
whether there is still a need for this at AMC. 

 
h. After Service Prayers  

Penny Enslin from the Church office did a sterling job in coordinating people to pray for people in need 
after the various services.  

Challenges Dedicated prayer warriors are needed at each service. The Pastoral Assistant needs to 
keep her finger on the pulse of this ministry to ensure that we have enough prayers.  

 
i. Ministries to the Destitute 

i. Let’s feed Jesus 
Edwina Pentz heads this ministry taking food to poor families in the community on a Friday evening.  
Challenges Volunteers to assist are always welcome. 
Soup, bread, plastic containers to place food in, is needed. 
 

ii. LOTS 
This Non-profit organization functions from the AMC, reaching out to people living on the streets in 
Alberton by providing food and street ministry. They attend pastoral care meetings and give regular 
feedback. 
Challenges Volunteers to assist and funding are always welcome. 



 
iii. Poor Fund 

Deacon Vernon van Wyk, assisted by Reneta Oosthuizen (Finance section) and various stewards, assist 
members of the Alberton Methodist Church with temporary Social Relief in the form of money and food 
to enable them to get over the immediate hurdles they face. 
All cases are considered on merit and handled in a highly confidential manner. 

 
j. General  

I was highly honoured to serve the Alberton Methodist Church in Pastoral Ministry and as I now retire, my 
prayers will be with Simone Bennett as she takes over the portfolio and each ministry leader who continue 
to serve and care for the people of God. 
DEACON DR VERNON VAN WYK 
14 November 2018 

 
Prayer Meetings 

 
ACTS 6 v 4. “but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to ministry of the Word”  
Leaders are modelled to pray, GOD Speaks to us through the Word and we speak to GOD through 
prayer. 
We (group of +- 6 – 9 Woman and men) meet every Monday 18h30 – 19h00 in the Chapel, where 
we pray Mostly for AMC and all the ministries, for the minister, Lay preachers, office staff, Sunday 
services, Amcare,  Hospice, every Church in Alberton, every household in Alberton and surrounding 
area, and what JESUS lays on our hearts.  
 

Properties Report 
1) Boundary Wall Signage. Need to look at ways of lighting the sign from behind. Still 

outstanding. 

2) Security Company change. Performance is being monitored. Some teething problems. 

3) Electric fencing to be rectified on Ascot Mews boundary wall. More quotes to be obtained as 

one was R12k. Still to be investigated. 

4) Properties Fellowship Upliftment Mission continues to work on small projects on a monthly 

basis. This is very successful and great fellowship is had. We do actually work too! 

5) Weekly maintenance work being carried out by a handyman.  

6) Media Desk design is in progress. Decision to make in house taken. Planned to install from 

January next year. 

7) Overhead screen and border to be investigated to cover Organ pipes at later services. 

8) Buildings Entrance Improvement Committee to reconvene again to discuss quotes for Coffee 

Shop conversion and build the veranda. The closing in of the entrance area of the church is 

being revisited.  

9) Lighting in the Fellowship Hall to be redone this Wednesday 7 November. 

10) Caretakers accommodation needs to be repaired. Lights, ceilings, appliances, electrics. This 

work will be done in house except the ceiling. 

11) Manse 25 Van Bruggen Street water leak repaired. 

12) Two electric gate latches requested to be installed at Pre School gate and gate between 

Church Main Hall and Youth Church. 

Henri Steyn 
 



Shepherding Ministry 
My ministry has been contacting and visiting the following groups of people who attend Alberton 
Methodist Church: 

• The Senior Citizens who attend this church. 

• Immigrants from the African Continent. 

• People who come to the church from Leondale or the “townships”. 

• “Yuppies” from the townships who are now living in the in town suburbs. 
Usually I contact members and adherents after the 8.00 and 9:45 am services. 
In addition, I contact them through Young @ Heart Meetings, the Women’s Auxiliary, 
Where possible I follow up the new contact contact with visitation.  During these visits I seek from 
the Holy Spirit guidance look for an opportunity to share the Word of God and prayer with the person 
I visit. 
One impediment to this ministry has been the fact that the process of retiring from the SIM (Serving 
in Mission) was more protracted and complicated than I thought.  However, I hope D.V., to have more 
time for visitation in 2019. 
From: Margaret A. Cowell.  
 

Welcome Ministry 
This year  as the Leader of the Welcoming and Hospitality Ministry was certainly challenging but 
fruitful one, with GODs help and guidance nothing is impossible.. 
Resignations, illnesses, accidents, persons  undergoing surgery, moving from Alberton some of the 
few factors that played a huge roll of being short hands at the Welcome Desk.  
Nevertheless, during the 40Days Love Challenge was going to be a time of recruitment. Both services 
needed to be attended to start this task. We have grown in numbers serving at the Welcoming Desk 
and or Welcoming folk both members and visitors from outside to before the sanctuary entrance. If 
not serving at the desk for the week, have encouraged members to welcome a new persons each 
new week , a place of growth and unity amongst members and visitors. Reminders are sent to those 
on duty, follow ups have been made when a visitor is welcomed and hoping the same is being done 
by other members who  
During the time of the 40days I made small heart biscuits which were placed on each saucer as token 
of love shared. This was most enjoyed and approached Angela and Annette whether they would 
assist me in baking during the 6weeks.  
This has been welcomed by many and we see the need to continue but have to get more bakers on 
board. Those serving tea bring a 2liter milk along.  
We have a few points to raise as far as the supply of milk and biscuits if the youth are going to be 
joining us. No monies are supplied by church for this initiation and if James wishes to bring the youth 
in for biscuits extra hands or donations will be required. They are not entering to enjoy a cuppa with 
folk but entering, taking biscuits or coffee and walking out with same, leaving the elderly devastated 

when finding no biscuit on their saucer - 😊 

This is certainly an area that needs to be addressed. 
Now for some months now we were hoping to obtain the Tea Roster to put up at the Coffee Shoppe 
whereby folk have access to either join or swop with each other when necessary. This morning I 
received notice of Yvette De Kock resignation from arranging the Tea Roster which I have now just 
received which needs to be addressed as now a matter of urgency going forward, for many empty 
slots to be filled as well being found. I have been filling spaces when folk found not filling their duty 
on a particular week or have gone away without ensuring to swop or liaise with Yvette directly 
We would love to see the cookies/biscuits to continue in our Coffee Shoppe but need extra hands to 
help with the baking for we have certainly seen increase in numbers utilizing the Coffee Shoppe after 
services whereby casual chat, laughter is shared 



I am flying to Australia from the 28th Dec and back the 30th Jan so it is imperative that empty slots be 
filled and new recruits found and rosters drawn up before then making it easier for Malcolm to  
oversee this areas 
 

Alberton Methodist Women’s Auxiliary 
We started the year off with our Annual general meeting on the 13 January with Rev. Jeff  
sharing  with us a message for the year.  The executive new and old renewed their vows. 
Communion was served.   
We hosted Regional Meeting on the 25 February.   This is where the branches get together 
and exchange ideas and report on what they have done.   These meetings are every quarter. 
 Methodist,   Catholic,  Anglican and Presbyterian ladies always join us and we take   
turns to host this event.      On the 16 and 17 March we hosted the Annual Highveld and Swaziland 
meetings.    This is also an event that is hosted in turns by our WA branches.   As usual we 
wo-manned the buttering and serving of the hot cross buns on Easter Sunday.  Each year on the  
first Thursday of  June we serve tea and eats for the 120 elderly at the Alberton Outehuis 
The Regional meeting was held in Primrose in June, we chaired the meeting.   Our  annual  
Connexional Meetings were held at eMseni in August.   Highveld and Swaziland hosted this. 
We celebrated Spring with our usual tea in September.   Part of Highveld and Swaziland we joined 
in on the Mission week from the 23 to 28 October with Saturday (federation day) a charity lunch was 
served as a fund raiser for Epworth Children’s village 100th Birthday.   A few of the Alberton ladies  
joined Sanda at Takalani Creche (H&S District project) at Edenpark Methodist church to celebrate   
Christmas with the little ones.   What a blessing that was. 
Besides the highlights of our year we attend meetings every 2nd Saturday of the month and every 3rd 
Saturday of the month we have a business meeting.    Throughout the year we have fundraisers out 
side the church on Sundays and we have our usual Knit-a-Thon, our jersey Sunday where jerseys are 
collected for the needy.    Our Christmas party is held at Epworth every 2nd year and the in between 
one is at home with tea/brunch/lunch at our church. 
In closing I would like on behalf of the Women’s Auxiliary to thank Rev. Jeff, the church staff and the 
Congregation for their continued support and encouragement. 
Yours in Christ 
Judy   ALBERTON WOMEN’S AUXILIARY  
 

 
Women’s Retreat 

Our “Dangerously Awake” Retreat is planned for next weekend, 23 – 25 November.  Around 50 ladies 
will be joining us as we seek to be women of faith who are fully awake to what God is doing around 
us and through us.  Our ages range from teenagers to those in their 60’s.  We thank God for once 
again allowing us an opportunity to minister to His ladies and to spend time on a weekend away at 
Erfdeel.  A huge thank you to the leadership team – you ladies are amazing and make planning such 

a pleasure 😊 Please pray with us over the weekend that God would move in powerful ways & draw 

the ladies closer to Him.        Simone Bennett 
Worship 

Worship has been a great journey this year here at AMC.  We have been striving to take worship to a 
deeper level at our services and to allow God to move powerfully.  We have been blessed to be able 
to buy some new cables and other equipment as needed.  We hope to continue to refine the music 
side of our worship by purchasing new equipment as needed, etc. so that our worship experiences 
can be excellent for God.  Thank you to all our volunteers in this ministry.  We do need some more 
volunteers going forward, especially for the computer and sound desk.  We are starting to prepare for 
our Christmas Services and activities which is always an exciting time for us.  Simone Bennett 



Young Adults 
In February 2018, a Young Adults Cell Group was started here at the Church and has since moved to 
our home in Verwoerd Park.  We have a vibrant group who meet once a week and share life with one 
another.  On average, 8 – 10 members attend each week and many friendships have been formed 
over the year.  We have had 3 new members join us over the past two months and are growing.  We 
have completed a few series, including some by Andy Stanley and Louie Giglio.  We are excited for 
the year ahead & we pray that God would continue to grow our group and draw us closer to Him & 
one another. 
Matthew Bennett 
 

Alberton Youth Ministry Report 2018 
2018 has certainly been a year of change for the Youth Ministry. Our preschool class has been blessed to 
move in to the old coffee shop and now have a fantastic child friendly area to teach Preschool Church on a 
Sunday morning, while the Children’s Church moved from the Fellowship Hall to the Youth Hall on a 
permanent basis on a Sunday. The Youth Church has remained in the Chapel on a Sunday morning and has 
welcomed a full time Assistant Youth Pastor to the staff. 
 
For 2018 there have been 62 volunteers serving in the various ministries, one full time and one part time staff 
member. These ministries have covered Children’s Church, CrossFire Youth Church, Transformed Youth and 
Flashpoint Youth, Confirmation, a New Mom’s Connect group, a Girls Fellowship group, two Puppet Teams, a 
Drama Ministry and an Archery Ministry.  
 
Our two Puppet Ministries have a total of 10 volunteers and our Archery ministry has a team of 6 volunteers. 
The Puppet Ministries have done various shows at local children’s homes this year as well as shows at our 
church. The Archery Ministry received a lot of interest at The Glen’s Kids Fest which the Youth Ministry was 
invited to. From this we have had a few families bring their children to our church. This was very exciting for 
us. 
 
Sadly, training in Youth Ministry has lacked this year with the termination of a large conference attended. 
However one of our leaders attended a training workshop hosted by Ivangeli as well as 2 of our leaders 
attending Global Leadership Summit. 
Children’s Church (preschool to grade 7)   had 476 children come through the ministry this year. However we 
are currently only averaging 86 children a week. CrossFire Youth is currently averaging 35 youth attending a 
youth service on a Sunday. A registration security system was introduced in the Children’s Church this year 
allowing us to provide a safer environment for our children. Our youth have certainly taken their worship to a 
new level this year and just can’t get enough of singing and worshipping on a Friday night and Sunday 
morning. 
Transformed Youth (for the primary school children on a Friday night) averages 20 children led by 9 leaders.  
2018 Was an exciting year for Transformed, loads of fun and games, laughter and Jesus. With every Friday’s 
activity we made sure to make the outcome all about Jesus and how much we are loved by Him. During the 
40 Days of Love we incorporated the theme into the term program. Events have included an “Outdoor Fun” 
night, a “Show & Tell” night, and the very popular “Minute to appreciate God’s love.” Overall 2018 was a fun 
filled year and we can’t wait for 2019!  
 
Flashpoint Youth (for grade 8+ on a Friday night) averages 44 young people led by a team of 10 leaders. Our 
Flashpoint team have started offering delicious dinners in the tuck shop which has been well supported by 
both the younger and older children and their families on a Friday night. Flashpoint highlights have been 
various guest speakers, worship evenings, challenges and bands, as well as the ever popular Lip Sync Battle. 
The youth have started meeting at 5pm on Sunday before the evening service for some fellowship, and are 
currently watching the series “God friended me”  which has been extremely popular. 
Children’s Camp was spent at Jacksons Ridge in October this year with 33 children attending and 6 leaders. 
The highlight of the weekend was surely the canoeing on the dam! This weekend is life changing for many of 
our children. 



 
Youth/ Confirmation Camp was held at Camp Eden in Heidelberg during August and we had a fantastic group 
of 49 young adults and 21 leaders. We were able to host 4 teenagers from Hannah House thanks to the 
fundraising efforts of the youth team. The highlight was definitely the Survivor Challenge which meant 
climbing into the dam and rescuing fellow team members. The teamwork was astounding!  
Confirmation 2018 started in March with 23 confirmants completing the course and being confirmed in 
September. As part of the Confirmation course, we include the Silver Ring Thing purity course and of the 56 
attendees, 46 chose to take the purity oath. 
 
We were able to run two Holiday Bible Clubs this year in the June and October school holidays due to having a 
full time Assistant Youth Pastor at the church. These were incredibly well attended during both school holidays 
by both our congregation children, Hannah House children and visiting children. This gave our teenage leaders 
an excellent opportunity to develop leadership skills as they assisted with the program. 
There was substantial fund raising this year, mainly driven by the Youth leaders. The fund raising allowed 
many children and teens to be sponsored to attend camp this year, as well as being able to purchase music 
equipment which will be used to start a youth band in 2019.  
 
Our second Youth Fest was well supported and funds raised will be used to upgrade the Youth Hall area.  
Our Drama Ministry has seen unbelievable personal growth within the young people attending. They have put 
on two shows this year: “The Easter Monologues” and an upcoming “Our Christmas, Our Stories” which have 3 
shows starting in November. The Drama Ministry is run by a very small team of volunteers and they welcome 
anyone interested in joining the team.  
 
The Little Sis Girls Ministry was off to a great start with the Doodle Day for Girls that was well attended but 
due to long weekends, exams and school holidays our “Tea Party with a Twist” had to be postponed to 
January 2019. For 2019 we are planning to have a Girls Group twice a term. 
We recently started a Worship Crew who is diligently practicing their worship actions every Sunday. This team 
will be able to lead worship across the various ages within our ministry. They are an excited, energetic and fit 
group ranging from senior primary children to adults. This has been an exciting development. 
 
Our biggest challenge to date is needing more people to get involved in our ministries in various roles: 
Hospitality (greeters, registration, refreshments, supply room organisers), Technical & Media team (sound 
desk, media), Worship (musicians, singers, action team), and Teaching (teachers, assistant teachers, 
classroom helpers, activity prep, games co-ordinators). We welcome anyone feeling called to serve in these 
ministries! 
We look forward to embracing what God has in store for us for 2019 and continue to Feed His Lambs. 
Juan Bainton 
8 November 2018    


